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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

I . (Currently amended) A method for discovering status of a network topology, comprising the 
steps of: 

presenting an interface having a menu, the menu having a plurality of alternative discovery 
methods; 

responsive to user input, establishing an order in which the alternative discovery methods should 
be performed; 

executing the alternative discovery methods in the established order; 

maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which are compliant to at least one of a 
first discovery method and a second discovery method; 

using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the dynamically gathered 
record, wherein a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery method and a second 
device of the devices is accessed using the second discovery method : and 

automatically altering the established order in which the alternative discovery methods should be 
performed as programmaticallv determined accordine to a first number of devices compliant to the first 
discovery method and a second number of devices compliant to the second discovery method according 
to the dynamically gathered record , 

2. (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1 , further comprising: 

maintaining a record of devices in the network which are discovered through the first discovery 
method; and 

removing those devices in the record from discovery through the second discovery method. 
3-4. (Cancel led) 

5, (Previously presented) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the alternative discovery 
methods that are executed in the established order are at least two of a simple network 
management protocol (SNMP)» an Internet protocol packet Internet Groper (IP ping), a point-to-point 
over ethemet (PPPoc), and a dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP). 
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6. (Currently amended) ¥h e m e thod ilo rooitod - in claim 1, furthor comprising: A nncthod for 
discovering status of a network topology, comprising the steps of: 

presenting an interface having a menu, the mom having a plurality of alternative discovery 
methods: 

responsive to user inpuc establishing an order in which the alternative discovery methods should 
be perfomied: 

executing the alternative discovery methods in the established order: 

maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which are compliant to at least one of a 
first discovery method and a second discovery method: 

using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the dynamically gathered 
record. wherein„a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery^method and a second 
device of the devices is acQsssed using the second discovery method; and 

modifying the established order of the alternative discovery methods that was used in the step of 
executing the alternative discovery methods based on network response time for at least some of the 
devices. 

7-17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently amended) A computer program product in a tangible computer-readable medium for 
discovering status of a network topology, comprising: 

instructions for presenting an interface having a menu, the menu having a plurality of alternative 
discovery methods; 

instructions, responsive 10 user input, for establishing an order in which the alternative discovery 
methods should be performed; 

instructions for executing the alternative discovery methods in the established order; 

instructions for maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which are compliant to at 
least one of a first discovery method and a second discovery method; €md 

instructions for using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the 
dynamically gathered record, wherein a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery 
method and a second device of the devices is accessed using the second discovery method ; and 

instnictions for automatically altering the established order in which the alternative discovery 
methods should be performed according to a first number of devices compliant to the first discovery 
method and a second number of devices compliant to the second discovery method according to the 
dynamically gathered record . 
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19. (Previously presented) Tlie computer program product as rccited in claim 1 8, further comprising: 
instructions for maintaining a record of devices in the network which are discovered through the 

first discovery method; and 

instructions for removing those devices in the record from discovery through the second 

discovery metJiod, 

20-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Previously presented) The computer program product as recited in claim 18, wherein thd 
alternative discovery methods that are executed in the established order are at least two of a simple 
network management protocol (SNMP), an Internet protocol packet Internet Gropcr (IP ping), a poinMo- 
point over ethernet (PPPoe), and a dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP). 

23. (Currently amended) Tho comput e r program product 05 reoitod in claim 1 8 , furth e r oomprioing: 
A compuier program product in a tangible comouter-rejidable medium for discovering status of a network 
topologv. comprising: 

instructions for Dresentlng_an interface having a menu, the menu having a oluralitv of alternative 
dLscQvery methods; 

instructions, responsive to user input, for establishing an order in which the alternative discovery 
methods should be performed; 

instructions for executing the alternative discpvery methods in the established order: 

instructions for maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which arc compliant to at 
least one of a first discovery method and a second discovery method: 

instructions for using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the 
dynamically gathered record, wherein a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery 
method^nd a second device of the devices is accessed using the second discovery method: and 

instructions for modifying the esublished order of the alternative discovery methods that was 
used by the instructions for executing the alternative discovery methods based on network response time 
for at least some of the devices. 

24-34. (Cancelled) 
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35. (Currently amended) A system for discovering status of a network topology, comprising: 
presenting means for presenting an interface having a menu, the menu having a plurality of 

alternative discovery methods; 

establishing means, responsive to user input, for establishing an order in which the alternative 
discovery methods should be performed; 

executing means for executing the alternative discovery methods in the established order; 

maintaining means for maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which are compliant 
to at least one of a first discovery metliod and a second discovery method; atid 

using means for using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the 
dynamically gathered record, wherein a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery 
method and a second device of the devices is accessed using the second discovery method;.and 

altering means for automatically altering the established order in which the alternative discoverv 
methods should be performed according to a first number of devices compUant to the first discoverv 
method and a second number of devices compliant to the second discoverv method according to the 
dynamically gathered record . 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (New) The system as recited in claim 35, wherein the alternative discovery methods that are 
executed in the established order are at least two of a simple network management protocol (SNMP), an 
Internet protocol packet Internet Groper (TP ping), a point-to-point over ethemet (PPPoe), and a dynamic 
host configuration protocol (DHCP), 

38. (New) A system for discovering status of a network topology, comprising: 

presenting means for presenting an interface having a menu, the menu having a plurality of 
alternative discovery methods; 

establishing means, responsive to user input, for establishing an order in which the alternative 
discovery methods should be performed: 

executing means for executing the alternative discovery methods in the established order; 

maintaining means for maintaining a dynamically gathered record of devices which arc compliant 
to at least one of a first discovery method and a second discovery method; 

using means for using an appropriate discovery method for a given device according to the 
dynamically gathered record, wherein a first device of the devices is accessed using the first discovery 
method and a second device of the devices is accessed using the second discovery method; and 
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modifying means for modifying the established order of the alternative discovery methods that 
was used by tlie instructions for executing the alternative discovery methods based on network response 
time for at least some of the devices. 

39, (New) The system as recited in claim 38, wherein the alternative discovery methods that are 
executed in the established order are at least two of a simple network management protocol (SNMP), an 
Internet protocol packet Internet Groper (IP ping), a point-to-point over ethemet (PPPoe), and a dynamic 
host configuration protocol (DHCP). 
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